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Ethereal Axiom Paintings
by Ophelia Cornet

Ophelia Cornet, “A Tale of Metacarpus,” 2020, Photography and Oil Paint on Wood Panel

Ophelia Cornet, “Espero,” 2020, Photography and Oil Paint on Wood Panel

Ophelia Cornet, “Shapeshifting,” 2020, Photography and Oil Paint on Wood Panel

Ophelia Cornet, “Maiden Voyage,” 2020, Photography and Oil Paint on Wood Panel

Ophelia Cornet, “Witness,” 2020, Photography and Oil Paint on Wood Panel

Ophelia Cornet is a painter, illustrator, and installation artist. She was born in Belgium to a family of
musicians and designers. After a life-threatening car accident in her early 20’s, Ophelia moved to New
Mexico for the dry climate which would assist her recovery. Equipped with knowledge in photography
and painting from Rutgers University, she continued her artwork. Today, Ophelia pairs photographed
images and oil paint to fête female protagonists in an intimate otherworldliness, creating dreamlike
snapshots of the human experience. Ophelia has been the Lead Art Instructor at the Albuquerque
Museum for the past 20 years. She has facilitated many community projects, such as a large sculpture
for the ABQ BioPark, “The Likeness of Us” for the Bernalillo County Arts Board, and large mosaics
at various local schools. Her work has been shown at ACT 1 in Taos, Terra Santa on Canyon Road in
Santa Fe, Mariposa Gallery, The Albuquerque Museum, and is currently showing at 516ARTS. After

living in New Mexico for 30 years, the state’s rich history, expansive landscape, enduring traditions, and
generosity of spirit continue to inspire her work. Her ideas often come at night in the half-asleep state
where the subconscious flows to the surface. She constructs the scene, takes photos, prints, cuts,
reassembles, and paints to actualize the vision. The terrain and wide-open skies of New Mexico facilitate
a sense of expansiveness, possibility, alchemy, identity, and empowerment—all common themes in her
work that she believes are universal to all women. The resting places and muted, sun-drenched colors of
the landscape inform the composition and hues of her paintings. Much like the traditional religious art of
saints in retablos, her work invokes a personal iconography to convey deeper meanings. In these
otherworldly vignettes, she hopes to activate a subconscious state where something essential in ourselves
is touched and our own narratives can be reimagined, stretched, and expanded.

